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In this narrative about PFLAG, transitioning president, Rose Wilson, and the trans athlete debate, readers can expect to read about stances, statistics, and biographical information about the inclusion of trans athletes. This story is written to enlighten the reader about biographical history and data to better understand the investigation, or debate, between the Trump Administration and UNR from banning trans athletes in playing sports with males and females on a collegiate and national level.

Rose Wilson, PFLAG, and Trans Athlete Debate

Contact email: pflagcarson@gmail.com
Means: Zoom interview on 4 February 2026 with class

Janine Comoletti
Contact email: pflagcarson@gmail.com
Means: Zoom interview on 26 February 2026, texting, and audio voice recording app

Rosanne “Rose” Wilson is from Bishop, California and stepping into a leadership role as president of PFLAG Carson Region. PFLAG has been supporting the LGBTQ+ community since 1973. “It’s a volunteer organization. A lot of what our chapter does is education, education at schools, it can also be that there is support groups. So PFLAG varies a lot,” says Wilson. She adds that PFLAG’s stance is “inclusion for all”.

Janine Comoletti, former executive director of PFLAG, served PFLAG for nine years before retiring. She says PFLAG has been around since 1972. PFLAG “was started by a mom in a pride parade, holding a sign saying that she supports her son, and a bunch of parents saw that and got together and decided to start PFLAG,” says Comoletti. “I like to say it’s the ally of the LGBTQ community nationally, but here in Nevada, we’ve been the main support for the rurals, and we do cover Reno as well.” About PFLAG’s services, Comoletti says, “We work a lot with folks surrounding the population, so we help parents who need education when their gay, or transgender, or binary child comes out to them, how do they support that child? We help them find medical and psychological care. We do cultural competency within organizations, usually governmental organizations like the health department, the hospital, those kind of things. We also do one on one support with the LGBTQ community. We’ve helped people to find housing and support, especially kids who’ve outgrown the foster system or they’re being kicked out by their family, that kind of thing. We’ve helped to support those folks.” About laws, Comoletti says, “Every year, we are one of the members who do the Equality Day at the Legislature where we train citizens and lobbyists to lobby their representatives in the legislature. There’s legislation right now I’m sure you’ve heard of in response to the volleyball situation at Reno. They’re trying to get initiative on the ballot, so that would be something we would lobby against.”


Comoletti says, “PFLAG National has advocates who work with senators and with state legislatures to write laws and to help support when there are laws that are trying to go on the book that are anti-human rights, anti-LGBTQ rights, so there’s actually an arm of PFLAG Nationals that step in and can do advocacy and support. My understanding is the federal government is trying to – we have some of the most progressive laws in the nation in Nevada supporting transgender individuals – my understanding is the federal government is trying to step in and mandate and overturn state law, which is pretty shocking that the federal government is trying to do that.” She adds, “In the past we’ve had a very supportive legislature who’ve supported LGBTQ rights, and I can’t speak to how that’s going to look in the future.”

Wilson says trans youth are “less safe in general” and are a much more vulnerable percentage of the world, 2% according to the Trevor Project. Wilson says, “Cis youth have a suicide rate of about 7%, and for trans youth, it’s about 14%.” She also says those numbers are hard to ask for sure because gender-identity is not always asked about. She also states, “There’s been an increase in suicidal ideation.”


“The most important thing [for trans youth] is inclusion and recognition,” Wilson says. “They want to be included. They want to be apart of a team or a group. And so it’s true for trans youth as well,” Wilson says. “By recognizing how a trans person wants to be in the world, we can all make them feel safer,” she adds. “There has been an overall rise in violence toward trans youth and trans people as well as an increase in suicidal ideation.”

According to The Nevada Independent and the American Civil Liberties Union, while there are no trans athletes playing on a collegiate level in Nevada, there are less than 0.002% or less than 10 trans athletes competing on a national level. Wilson says, “At a professional level, there are six trans athletes and then at a collegiate level, I don’t know the percentage off the top of my head, I’d have to look. I think there’s a lot of focus on trans athletes, but there are a lot of characteristics that give advantages and disadvantages on a biological level, including athletes in general are unusual,” Wilson refers to the athletes’ biological height, weight, and hormone “characteristics.”  Wilson believes there are biological advantages and disadvantages athletes have that the rest of the population of the world does not have but is not sure what exactly they are for trans youth.

Trans people are “a relatively small percentage of humans who are in debate,” Wilson says, referring to the recent trans athletes’ investigation at UNR by the federal government and Trump Administration. “It’s not very many people at the collegiate-level, it’s not very many people at the university-level, and it’s not very many people at the high school and below level either. I think when we think about inclusion and fairness, it’s a big focus on a relatively small percentage of people… I would encourage you all to look into how many people we’re actually talking about versus the amount of attention,” Wilson says.

Wilson also says trans people have limited access to medical care and do not always get their pronouns acknowledged correctly. The Trump Administration is attempting to ban part of trans rights by limiting their right to play sports with other players inclusively. Another resource of support for trans youth is the Trevor Project, which Wilson mentioned in the class interview February 4 2026. She also says, “There’s Our Center [Reno].”
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